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Yachad Inclusion
Programs
social recreational programs
shabbatonim (weekend retreats)
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social skills courses
ivdu schools
dayhab adult services
vocational training
taglit birthright trips
naim (north american
inclusion month)
family services
education conferences
yachad gifts

It was a fall afternoon when a
Yachad staff member walked
by a local pizza shop. Sitting
together were three high school
boys enjoying a slice of pizza.
To anyone else, this would be unremarkable. But one of those boys was Chaim.
Chaim has a developmental disability and for many years had no meaningful
interactions with peers his own age.
That all changed when Chaim went on Yad B’Yad, Yachad’s inclusive
summer experience in Israel. Yachad staff are trained to create an inclusive
environment where it is ‘cool’ to be inclusive. They facilitate the development
of friendships between participants with and without disabilities.
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Lichtman

International Director

Mitch Aeder
Chairman

Three boys go out for pizza. Why is this special? Because two of Chaim’s friends
called and asked him to hang out. They were not getting volunteer hours,
they were not being paid to do a service, and they were not asked to do it
by counselors or parents. These two boys just wanted to hang out with their
friend, Chaim.
This story illustrates the magic of Yachad. The magic that you help make
happen every day by partnering with us to make the Jewish community more
inclusive. In 2017, through your support, Yachad hosted 843 weekday social
recreational events, 615 campers had an inclusive summer experience, 500
teachers were trained to include different learners in their classrooms, and
hundreds of families received much needed support and learned about
available government services and other programs through Family Shabbatons
and Resource Nights.
The Jewish community has made significant progress over the last 34 years.
We are more inclusive of individuals with disabilities than ever before; yet the
work is not complete. There are still many people in our community who face
barriers and rejection. Together we can continue to tear down these barriers;
we can educate, advocate, and create opportunities for inclusion.
On behalf of our Yachad members and their parents, siblings and extended
families, thank you for your continued support in building a stronger, more
vibrant inclusive Jewish community.

843 Weekday Events
20% increase

Social Recreational

held internationally, including:

Yachad hosts EIGHT HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS across the US and Canada with over 100 teens
serving on LEADERSHIP BOARDS

Shabbatonim

(Weekend Retreats)

3
41
Countries
Cities
Stamford, CT
Deal, NJ
West Orange, NJ
Jamaica Estates, NY
Edison, NY
Brooklyn, NY
Elizabeth, NJ
Fair Lawn, NJ
New Rochelle, NY
Hillcrest, NY
Highland Park, NY
Suffern, NY

Englewood, NJ
New York, NY
Teaneck, NJ
Bronx, NY
Scarsdale, NY
Woodmere, NY
Kew Gardens Hills, NY
Livingston, NY
Staten Island, NY
White Plains, NY
East Brunswick, NJ
West Hempstead, NY
Bergenfield, NJ
Boca Raton, FL
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH

200
Shabbatonim
Sharon, MA
Baltimore, MD
Toronto, ONT
Los Angeles, CA
Waltham, MA
Potomac, MD
Houston/Dallas, TX
Hollywood, FL
Modiin, Israel
Givat Shmuel, Israel
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
Hashmonaim, Israel
Raanana, Israel
Jerusalem, Israel
Zichron Yaakov, Israel
Beit Shemesh, Israel

Paint
Night

Israel

Over 900 runners participated
in the Tel Aviv Color Run
representing Team Yachad

Bowling

Pizza
Making

Karaoke

Superbowl
Party

The mendel balk center opened in 2017 and regularly serves over 35 participants

Summer
Together with mainstream Jewish camps, Yachad enables campers
with disabilities to attend camp with extra support through
a shadow in a typical bunk or by creating a Yachad bunk that
participates in all camp activities. Adults with disabilities have the
opportunity to work at camp through Yachad’s Vocational Programs.

25 summer programs served
615 campers from 19 different states,
3 countries, 135 different cities.

6100
100%

Hosted the second annual
FAMILY SHABBATON in Israel
serving over 400 people.

Cupcake
Making

24% increase over
last summer

Through our programs in mainstream Jewish camps Yachad has
reached over 6100 campers

100% of parents reported that their camper was fully included
in the camp community.
82% of parents rated their child’s summer experience as
“Amazing”

Launched a basketball skills program in conjunction with
Jerusalem’s professional basketball team Hapoel Yerushalayim
BIRTHRIGHT - Yachad is the go to Birthright provider offering trips for
people with disabilities. This year 24 participants connected with
Israel through Yachad’s Birthright trips. 8 participants celebrated
their Bar/Bat Mitzvah on Yachad Birthright.

Yad B’Yad

Yachad’s inclusive traveling summer
program in Israel for young adults with
and without disabilities.

20 of this summer’s staff members were returning Yad B’Yad participants

Education

Clinical & Family Services

Through The IVDU Schools’ (2 high schools and 1 elementary school)
unique individualized life and vocational skills training together with
curricula of secular and Jewish studies, students are prepared to integrate
into the Jewish community and become contributing members of society.
99%

Yachad works with individuals with a wide range of disabilities
including but not limited to cognitive, developmental and
physical challenges.
In 2017 Yachad hosted 2 family shabbatons and 2 family
resource days serving over 1800 people and providing them with
the information, networking, and support they need.

16 IVDU Upper School students took the New York State Regents exams and
99% passed

80% of IVDU Upper School students have completed travel training.
This year was the inaugural season of the Golden Knights, IVDU’s
basketball team which plays against schools in the Yeshiva League
A generous grant from the Warner Fund has helped upgrade school technology.
80% of classrooms now have a SmartBoard.

Our Way

Program for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing

This year Our Way co-hosted the biennial Deafblind Shabbaton in Maryland that
hosted 17 participants and celebrated 2 Bar Mitzvahs.
Our Way hosted social and learning events for 350 people in the New York and Baltimore
areas throughout the year
The hearing aid Gemach (free loan society) lent out 34 sets of hearing aids

750 synagogues and schools on 5 continents used Yachad’s Purim
power point to ensure that those with hearing impairments and others could
follow along with the Megillah Reading

Adult & Vocational Services
90 disability professionals from 25
agencies attended the annual Medicaid
Service Coordinator Conference

153 individuals receive formal counseling through Yachad

Community Awareness
157 Synagogues across North America participated in North American
Inclusion Month by hosting an inclusive program, speaker, or Scholar in residence.
Yachad offered 41 workshops in 4 cities that trained over 500 teachers
and administrators about strategies for facilitating inclusion in a
mainstream classroom, giving them the tools they need to support
students with learning differences.
Yachad ran sensitivity trainings at 67 schools across North America, allowing
thousands of students to “walk in someone else’s shoes.”
Yachad ran the first ever inclusive service mission in partnership with
Yeshiva University High School for Girls. Participants volunteered at Habitat
for Humanity’s ReStore, Pearlston Farm and Tudor Heights assisted-living facility.

In March the OU Community Center opened in Brooklyn, NY to provide hands on vocational
skills training to individuals with disabilities. The Center served 30 job seekers in 2017. Of these, 4
already have jobs.

Yachad Gifts sold 8,000 baskets this year up
35% from 2015. 5,000 were sold for Purim alone.

Yachad Gifts employs 12 former members of
the training program and 6 graduates this year have
employment in other companies.

Program Fees &
Tuition Payments

Funding Sources

$7,623,000

$16,184,000

Fundraising
$3,351,000

Government
Support
$2,046,000

In-Kind Contributions
$900,000

Orthodox Union
$2,264,000

Total Expense

Clinical Services*
$435,000

Social Recreational
Programs
$4,702,000

Adult Vocational
Services &
Dayhab
$2,064,000

Admin &
Compliance
$2,145,000

Summer Programs
$2,914,000

IVDU Schools
$3,778,000

$16,038,000

Social Recreational Programs include
750K of in-kind expenses; Clinical
Services includes 150K of in-kind
expenses - $146,000

Become a
Partner
Sponsorship Opportunities
$100,000

$75,000

$50,000

Sponsor a Regional
Family Shabbaton

Bring the Latest
Technology to the
Ivdu Schools

Sponsor a Year of
Vocational Training
for 2 Individuals with
Disabilities

$35,000
Sponsor a Yearlong
Joel Daner Fellow

$5,000
Sponsor a Social
Skills Course

$180
Sponsor an Advisor to
Attend a Shabbaton

$25,000
Sponsor A Regional
Special Education
Conference

$1,000
Sponsor an Oneg
for a Shabbaton

$100

$10,000
Send a Participant on
Yad B’yad – Yachad’s
Inclusive Israel
Experience

$500
Sponsor 1 Pizza and
Parsha program

Send a participant on
a Shabbaton

Get Involved
Run with Team Yachad
House participants for a shabbaton
Volunteer • Be a Corporate Sponsor
Be an Ambassador • Spend your summer with Yachad
Let Yachad Gifts create your Mishloach Manot
Be an Advocate • host a parlor meeting

JUF

Mission Statement

The Jewish Union Foundation is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
enhancing the lives of individuals
with developmental disabilities. JUF
offers a wide array of services that
help individuals achieve greater
independence, make immense personal
strides, and become better able to
participate in the full spectrum of life.

In 2017 the Community Center has already
served over 30 job seekers. Of those 10
have already secured employment.
As a true community resource, the space
is open not only to those enrolled in
JUF’s vocational training program, but to
the public as well. Numerous students
from nearby high schools have utilized
the space to enhance on their vocational
skills.
JUF offers the following services:

Orthodox Union Community Center

In March 2017 JUF began utilizing
the newly opened Orthodox Union
Community Center. The Community
Center is designed to help individuals
with disabilities gain hands-on training in
the skills needed to enter the work force.
Offering stations that simulate real life
work places in retail, food service, office
work, and construction and maintenance,
participants practice their job skills in a
concrete way. This allows job seekers to
apply for positions having already trained
for the job. This experience dramatically
increases their likelihood of being hired
as a paid employee.

Adult Day Habilitation: JUF currently
operates an Adult Day Habilitation in
Brooklyn, Manhattan and Nassau County.
Community Habilitation:
Medicaid Service
Vocational Training
Supportive Employment
Supplemental Day Habilitation
Individualized Living
Pathway to Employment
ACCES-VR Services
Job Fairs

Before coming to Jewish Union Foundation, Eli was
asked to leave multiple programs and I was worried
that there was not going to be a right fit. Despite
knowing that Eli was having many difficulties, JUF
accepted him and helped him achieve his goals. He
is currently working at a job JUF found for him and is
an altogether different person. JUF helped shape him
into the great young man he is today!

Ruth Finkelstein, Parent

I have been attending JUF Day Hab for many years
and it has taught me a variety of skills that will
allow me to become a full-fledged adult and work
towards my goal of finding employment.
Zev Diamond, Individual

Jewish Union Foundation has made an incredible
impact on Sarala’s life over the years. She needed
a tailor made program and they delivered miracles.
The staff is incredibly devoted and caring, and
Sarala loves coming to the program. Knowing that
Sarala is part of JUF gives me the security to know
exactly what is going on in her life and that she is
always in a good and safe place.
Miriam Hurwitz, Parent

Summer
Yachad Summer Programs serve campers
in 15 different partner camps.
Yachad Integration Programs

ISRAEL TRIPS

Campers sleep in their own bunkhouse
with highly motivated and trained staff.
Each day, on an individual or group
plan, they participate in camp activities
with mainstream bunks and campers.

Birthright – A 10-day free trip to Israel
for adults ages 18-26. Dedicated and
experienced staff and tour guides
provide a true taste of Israel through
tours, sightseeing, and great activities.
Birthright trips run twice a year in the
winter and summer.

Camper Integration Programs
Campers are fully integrated into a
typical bunk together with a supportive
“shadow” staff member to facilitate and
promote meaningful socialization and
inclusion.
VOCATIONAL INTEGRATION PROGRAMS
Full-time work positions are available
in both day camp and sleepaway camp
settings. Participants are supervised by
a job coach/counselor and are placed in
a position suitable to their abilities and
needs.

Yad B’Yad – Yachad’s Inclusive Israel
Experience. This 4-week trip brings
high school students together with
young adults and teens with special
needs on a fabulous touring adventure.
Participants form strong bonds of
friendship and undergo personal growth
as they experience the Jewish homeland
in a new and unparalleled way.
ADULT VACATION PROGRAM
A relaxing two-week vacation program
for adult members. Participants choose
from daily activities that include but
are not limited to arts & crafts, dancing,
sports, and baking.
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INDIVIDUALS (including staff)
PARTICIPATE IN YACHAD’S
SUMMER DEPARTMENT

Yad B’Yad opened her eyes to the world around her and
gave her a perspective of thoughts and feelings of people
different from her.”
Camp is the only time that our daughter truly lives to
the fullest. She is surrounded by caring peers, has lots of
friends and can participate in activities geared just for her.
She feels secure and relaxed. If only we could replicate a
percentage of that during the year!
Our experience with sending our son to Yachad was beyond
incredible. It was healthy for his development in many ways
and it was a necessary respite for our family. It takes a lot
of courage to send a young child across the country but we
feel totally confident that we made the best decision for
our son and our family.
Our grandson talks about Chaverim all year long. The
summer cannot come soon enough for him.
My son came back a different person. It was an amazing
experience. He grew in confidence, sensitivity, compassion,
independence and maturity. As parents, we were thrilled.

IVDU

Students held 51 internships with

100% of students holding at least 1 position
IVDU formed a basketball team, the Golden Knights, which competes against other high schools in

the Yeshiva League.

Through our partnership with The Joseph Harrick Project, 35% of our students learned how to use
professional photography equipment and the art of taking pictures.

IVDU upgraded 50% of
smartboards in classrooms
covering 80% of classrooms
IVDU upgraded 70% of
computers in our school
Using a computer literacy
test 100% of our students
demonstrated improvement in
their technology related skills.

20% of IVDU students are

utilizing assistive technology to
maximize their learning

77 12%
Students

Growth this year

		
		
		
%
		
		
		

of IVDU Elementary and Boys Upper School benefitted from art and music therapy
of all students participated in inclusive social programming
of boys upper school participated in inclusive sports
of students received enhanced reading instruction by our Reading Specialist
of students made progress in decoding with the use of the Wilson Reading Program
of students receive social skill instruction

100

80% of students in the High School are travel trained

5,250 hours engaging in hands-on job training this school year
Students completed over 455 hours of social skills training this school year
Students had mainstreaming opportunities for 965 hours during the school year
Each staff member received 425 hours of professional development training during the school year
Students received speech, OT and PT services for 3,535 hours for the school year
Students spent

45%
Growth past
five years
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HS Graduates
this year

Compared to:

9

2015-2016

3

2014-2015

16

High Schoolers
took regents

99%
Passed regents

Yachad Gifts
Finding employment is difficult for everyone. Finding employment for
individuals with developmental disabilities is even more challenging.
Yachad Gifts is dedicated to ensuring individuals with disabilities gain
the vocational training and work experience needed to gain competitive
employment. Since it launched in 2013 Yachad Gifts has trained
dozens of individuals with the job skills and social skills needed to be
successful in a work environment. This year alone, 40 individuals were
trained and 6 of them gained paid employment in the fields of customer
service, sales, and stocking of merchandise. Business participants in
this program include Party City, Whole Foods and Children’s Place. In
addition, annual sales increased by 35% since 2015-2016. Attributing
to this increase is the expanded product lines; Yachad Gifts now has a
greater variety of baskets for customers to choose from. Additionally,
there is an added emphasis on customer service which has led to
stronger business relationships.

At Yachad Gifts I learned how to become responsible and do
my job well. My time there helped prepare me for my current
job at Atlantic Freight. I am happy that Yachad Gifts gave
me the opportunity to learn job skills that I was able to take
with me to another job.
Jacob Eisenmann, Vocational Training Program Participant

15 Vocational participants in training program
6 Vocational participants have graduated and have been hired by
us or other companies

8,000

1,800

baskets sold
this year

Different Orders

35,000

5,000

Unique Web Hits

Baskets made
during Purim

35%

Increase in
sales this year

21,000
baskets sold
(ALL TIME)

50 Vocational participants and individuals from outside disability
agencies have received training from our program
Yachad Gifts employed

12 Individuals with Disabilities this year

Major Patrons

The Carlebach Shul • Treetop Development • Beth Tefillah
West Side Institutional Synagogue • Temple Shaare Emeth
Richard Bienenfeld Architect, PC • Lincoln Square Synagogue
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Baltimore

Yachad proudly serves the broader Baltimore Jewish Community.
Baltimore Yachad promotes the importance of inclusion in the greater Baltimore Jewish
Community with 8-10 inclusive events each month. Baltimore Yachad has three divisions: a
Juniors-in-Training (JIT) division for ages 3-9, a Juniors division for ages 10-15, and a Senior
Yachad division for ages 16-35+. Baltimore Yachad served over 115 families with an individual
with special needs this year, including 33 families with children under 15. Over 65 new
students, middle, high school and college age, have interacted with Baltimore Yachad this past year at weekly inclusive events with 10 different schools,
synagogues, and community organizations. Yachad participants from across the Atlantic seaboard region join Yachad Baltimore and over 150 teens from
NCSY annually, at Atlantic Seaboard Regional shabbatons; continuing a unique partnership that has existed for over 20 years.

Evolving and expanding services:

At the end of the 2016-2017 Yachad year, JIT and
Junior Yachad families consisted of about 30%
of our membership. The first ever designated
Juniors Coordinator was hired. Baltimore
Yachad serves the broader Jewish community
and has partnerships and events with Reform,
Conservative, and Orthodox institutions.

Summer programs:

In the summer of 2017, Baltimore Yachad sent
23 participants on Yachad summer programs,
including 4 who had never attended before.
This summer alone Baltimore Yachad participants
attended 14 different summer programs including
Getaway, Birthright, and Yad B’Yad travel programs,
as well as camper and vocational programs at
camps Nesher, Morasha, Mesorah, Moshava,
Shoshanim, Lavi, Chaverim, and Kesher.

Notable Events

Baltimore Senior Yachad held its first annual SWAG
(Stuff We All Get!) night this past year to show off
our Orange and Blue Yachad pride.
Baltimore Yachad facilitated four inclusive
community experiences in 2017, with four
shabbatons, three at synagogues and one joint
with NCSY. Third annual NAIM weekend shabbaton
in February 2017 was held in Potomac Maryland.

Community Partnerships:

Baltimore Yachad partners with 36 community
organizations including synagogues, elementary,
middle and high schools, businesses, local
nonprofit organizations, the Jewish Learning
Initiative on Campus (JLIC) and Hillel organizations
at both Johns Hopkins University and University
of Maryland campuses. The Junior and Senior
divisions each partnered with two local schools
this year, and created gift packages to thank our
local first responders and law enforcement officers.
Baltimore Yachad partnered with the JCC of Greater

Baltimore and together formed a committee to
better serve individuals with disabilities within the
JCC and broader Baltimore communities.
Baltimore Yachad partnered with Shemesh, the
Jewish Community Center, the Center for Jewish
Education, and Sulam to offer its second annual
full day professional development conference for
educators reaching 170 teachers from 24 schools.
The conference featured keynote speaker Dr.
Robert Brooks as well as Dr. Clarissa Willis, Rabbi
Yaakov Aichenbaum, and Dr. Bill Atwood.
Baltimore Yachad partnered with two local
schools and Koshertroops.com to send packages
to American Jewish soldiers. We received thank
you notes from across the world – Kuwait and
Afghanistan!
Baltimore Yachad and Beth T’filoh Dahan
Community School partnered over the past year
to complete many chesed projects including
most recently, raising tzedakah and donating it to
communities in need.
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Chicago
Shabbatons:

Yachad is renowned throughout the greater
Chicagoland area and nationally as a leader and
innovator in inclusive shabbaton programming.
In 2016-17, the Junior division coordinated three
shabbatons, while the Senior and Rayim divisions
coordinated six shabbatons in 2016-17, Attendance
has risen dramatically, from 80 junior members,
peers and community members attending three
years ago, to well over 150 total in 2016-17, while in
the Senior and Rayim divisions, attendance has risen
to over 1000 attendees, up from 250 four years ago.

Members:

In 2016-17 Chicago Yachad’s membership more than
doubled from 20 members in 2011-12 to more than
50 members this year. Chicago Yachad is dedicated
to expanding the Yachad family to include all areas
of the greater Chicagoland.

The Jean Morgenstern Rayim Division:

Rabbi & Mrs. Sidney and Lisa Glenner named the
newly open Rayim program in honor of Lisa’s
mother, Jean Morgenstern. Mrs. Morgenstern has
dedicated countless hours to the well-being and
support of her grandson, Mr. Naftali Glenner, a

Yachad member since the chapter’s inception. In
Hebrew, Rayim means “good friends” and at ages
23 and over, that is simply what members want – to
have good friends to share in life’s experiences.

lay leaders are fully invested in Chicago Yachad’s
success, bringing invaluable expertise from diverse
areas including education, business, finance, law,
health care and more.

Vocational Services:

Family Shabbaton:

Community Development:

High School Leaders:

In collaboration with local employers, Chicago
Yachad now offers job placement and coaching to
its members. Nine participants currently coordinate
their employment through Yachad. In the coming
years, Chicago Yachad will be developing a
comprehensive day program to serve even more
community members, which will offer social and
life skills development and other necessary skills
to bridge the gap to employment and facilitate
additional career opportunities.

Yachad continues to increase its partnerships
and collaborative endeavors, which include more
than 10 synagogues, The Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago, Jewish Children and Family
Services (Encompass), Chicago Metro Hillel, NCSY,
Bnei Akiva, Ida Crown Jewish Academy, Fasman
Yeshiva High School, Hanna Sacks Bais Yaakov,
Libenu, Migdal Oz, Keshet, Clearbrook, Libenu,
Friendship Circle and numerous others. Dedicated

With nearly 300 people in attendance, the feedback
from Yachad families for this unique program has
been incredibly positive. Inspirational speakers,
respite, networking opportunities and programming
for parents, Yachad members and siblings provide
for incredible experiences and memories. Families
have literally been asking, ‘when is the next Family
Shabbaton?’. The Family Shabbaton is partially
funded through a generous grant from the Hartman
Family Foundation.

Chicago Yachad’s High School Leadership Board is
renowned as a formative and unique experiential
program. Each year, several teens lend their time
and energy to planning events and shabbatons,
serving as role models for mainstream peers,
and of course, as friends to the Yachad members.
These leaders attend two unique shabbatons that
take place just for teen leaders, one locally and
the other on the East Coast.

Cleveland
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Cleveland Yachad, founded in 1987, celebrated its 30th anniversary with another incredible year of innovative programs, new
community collaborations and an evening of tribute honoring our founder and pioneering parents. Cleveland Yachad promotes
inclusion in the greater Cleveland Jewish community with 4-6 inclusive events per month for teens and young adults with disabilities
and their typical peers.

Evolving and expanding services:

Cleveland Yachad’s membership has grown
by 45% in the last 2 years alone. The scope
of programs continues to expand, and new
staff members have been hired to respond
to the ever-growing need for services.
Cleveland Yachad offers diverse and exciting
programs such as yoga, Drums Alive, pottery,
pet therapy, comedy improv and poetry
workshops to name a few. With an emphasis
on giving back to the community Cleveland
Yachad is always looking for opportunities
to volunteer in meaningful ways. Such as
attending cemetery clean-ups, hosting
events to pack items for the IDF troops,
baking challah to donate to the local food
bank, and making regular contributions to
the senior residents of Stone Gardens. As
an active part of the community, Cleveland
Yachad participates in projects such as “The
Shabbos Project worldwide Initiative” and
“Super Sunday” donor drive of the Cleveland
Federation.

Summer Programs:

Cleveland Yachad consistently sends local
representatives to attend summer programs
across the U.S. and Israel as campers, peers,
shadows and staff members. This summer
2 participants from Cleveland went to camp
with Yachad, 1 attended Yad B’Yad, and 1
worked at camp through Yachad’s vocational
training program.

Community partnerships:

We have joined with other local agencies
and schools such as Hillel of John Carrol
University and Cleveland State University,
NCSY, Bnei Akiva, JFSA, The Mandel JDS,
Park Synagogue, Fuchs Mizrachi School, the
Hebrew Academy, Gross Shechter Day School,
ETGAR, SEGULA, Green Road Synagogue, Stone
Gardens Assisted Living, Young Israel, Heights
Jewish Center, A+ Learning and Development,
and the Mandel JCC to name a few. More
Sensitivity trainings:
For three years running Cleveland Yachad has and more synagogues and communities
are reaching out to be hosts of our popular
been asked by the Jewish Education Center
of Cleveland (JECC) to present our proprietary “Shabbatons” or weekend retreats and are
happy to be partners in promoting inclusion
sensitivity training workshops to 6th grade
amongst their congregants and community
students across the city. Other agencies,
members.
temples and schools have requested similar
programs as well as presentations and
lectures from our scholars-in-residence.
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Dallas
It was a road trip to remember for Dallas
Yachad, a bus load of advisers, leaders, high
schoolers and participants with disabilities
who hit Interstate 45. The group was headed
to a Shabbaton hosted by Houston Yachad
at United Orthodox Synagogue. For Dallas
Yachad member Talor Milstein, a highlight was
his honor to have an aliyah during the Torah
service. “I remembered it from my bar mitzvah
and I did it for my grandfather Allan Zidell,
who died last year.” Visiting Houston this year
was a memorable trip for all.
Dallas Yachad gives individuals with
disabilities the chance to develop vital
social skills with their typically developing
peers, while becoming full members of the
community. Through Yachad, individuals with
disabilities learn about their Jewish heritage
and participate in the mainstream of Jewish
life. All members of the community are
invited to share in the inclusive programming.
“Yachad is amazing — it’s unlike anything else
I’ve ever participated in,” high schooler Shani

Epstein said. “The program focuses around
everyone feeling the same, being concerned
with everyone’s ideas being supported, and I
love that it’s for all ages. The connections I’ve
made with people I really wouldn’t ever have

“Yachad is amazing
— it’s unlike anything
else I’ve ever
participated in”
met before are really very special and each
time I come back to another event, people
are warm and almost always somebody new
remembers me and sees me as a ‘friend’ they
didn’t know before.”

Coordinator Sarah Lipinsky noted that, “we
are always looking for ideas for activities and
people to join us in our spirited fun. This
isn’t a volunteer opportunity but a chance for
everyone, on equal footing, to have a great
time with us and we really encourage everyone
to come out, to make some friends, and some
wonderful memories.” Our member, Ben

Ackerman, taught Tae Kwon Do skills at
the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas’
2016 Good Deeds Day Event.

Yachad programs provide opportunities for
building self-esteem and enhancing social
skills. In the last year, the Dallas Yachad
hosted a pizza party and drum circle in
the sukkah, and a booth at the Preston
Hollow Fall Festival at Congregation Shearith
Israel, and 6 participants with disabilities and
high school teens attended Yachad’s High
School Leadership Shabbaton in Stamford,
Connecticut.

Detroit
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During the 2016-2017 year Detroit Yachad participants learned new skills in:
• Cooking
• Krav Maga (for men)
• Zumba (for women)
• Musical percussion instruments and even performed at the annual Purim Carnival and at the
Final Banquet.
Participants learned about electricity in a workshop from Mad Science and explored their
artistic sides at Creative Art Studio and the Apple Store.
Detroit Yachad had 2 shabbatons in 2016-2017. One with Detroit NCSY and one in partnership
with Cleveland Yachad.
Finally, this was a year of transition that brought together the talents of past, present and future
Chapter Coordinators who worked collaboratively to ensure the continued success of Detroit
Yachad.
Past Chapter Coordinator Jeff Gross and his family helped plan and implement the Cleveland
Shabbatonim and at the Final Banquet the previous Chapter Coordinator Rachel Tinman
helped with planning and program ideas. The new incoming Chapter Coordinator Rivka Wine
came to many of the programs to meet the Yachad members and advisors who quickly loved her
and accepted her as their new leader. Thank you to everyone who helped and we look forward to
a great 2018!

Whenever I go to an event
seeing the smile on everyone’s
faces, I really enjoy it.
Ezra

Advisor

I love Yachad and it is my
favorite thing to do after school
on Tuesdays
Jacob

Participant
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Houston
From Yom Chesed to picnicking in the park, holiday programs,
and a ladies’ fashion show, Houston Yachad had a fantastic year
of learning, fun, and growth for Yachad members and teens alike!

Collaborating with NCSY, Bnei Akiva, and Robert M. Beren
Academy, new friendships were forged while old friends deepened

Yachad has been a blessing to those of

Bringing energy, inclusion,
and education to the
Houston community

their connection. A major highlight was hosting teens and Yachad
members from Dallas for our annual Texas Yachad Shabbaton.
Bringing energy, inclusion, and education to the Houston
community, it was a meaningful and special weekend for everyone
involved. A surprise appearance by the Bostoner Rebbe from
Jerusalem, complete with his teaching us all a new song that he
personally composed, was a particularly special treat participants
are sure to not forget!

us in Houston, Texas who have a family
member living with Special Needs. Their
teen and young adult programs are totally
inclusive and make everyone feel at
home amongst their peers. Their model of
blending more teens and volunteers with
the participants continues their success in
our community.
Yachad Parent

Los Angeles
Inclusion Clubs

Los Angeles Yachad worked with YULA Boys,
YULA Girls and Shalhevet High Schools to host
inclusion clubs on campus. These clubs helped
mainstream teens interact with and better
understand young adults with disabilities and
be part of an inclusive life. These programs
cover topics from “the meaning of inclusion”,
“how you see me vs, how I want to be seen”
to role play activities that will have them see
disabilities from the opposite lens.

Teen Leaders

15 teens served as leaders for the chapter on
the High School Board. These teens helped to
plan programs and events, recruit their peers,
and work with school inclusion clubs. A few of
these board members attended an intensive
leadership retreat on the East Coast with their
peers from across the country.

Social Skills Courses

Following last year’s successful Life Hacks
course, Los Angeles Yachad kicked off the 201617 offering four unique educational courses:
Life Hacks, Relationship Hacks, Vocational
Hacks, and Dating and Marriage Skills Course.
These classes help participants to learn
about social skills, behavior interaction,
internet safety, ethical behavior, and other
skills needed to fully participant in everyday
communal life.

Programming

For the first time ever Los Angeles Yachad
hosted social programming over the summer.
With so many off to camp, Yachad provided
weekly social events for those who stayed
home.
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Every month Los Angles Yachad hosted at least
2 inclusive social events for teens and young
adults with and without disabilities.
Girls & Guys Night Out programs were also
held monthly for young adults with disabilities
to practice social skills together and develop
friendships
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New England
New England Yachad serves the Jewish communities of Greater Boston, the North Shore and South Area, MetroWest, Metro North and
Providence, RI through regularly hosting social and recreational programs, clinical and family support services, health and wellness
programs, and shabbatons.

Evolving and Expanding Services:

In 2017, New England Yachad served over 325
individuals with disabilities and had over 1,000
typical peer participants throughout the year.
Additionally, hundreds of community members
attended programs and Shabbatons, increasing
awareness of inclusion in the Greater Boston
community.
New England Yachad held over 300 programs and
activities this year for various ages across the
region. These included: Young Israel of Sharon/
Yachad Rosh HaShana Barbecue, Annual Sukkah
Party, Young Israel of Brookline/Yachad Children’s
Chanukah Party, ReachOut-JCRC/Yachad Teen
& Adult Chanukah Party and the community Tu
B’Shevat Seder hosted by Yachad, K’Sharim and
Sha’arei Tefillah.
Throughout the year New England Yachad
ran 13 on-going inclusive social skills groups,
including: weekly Parsha & Pizza that
continues year-round in 3 regions, a multiweek Zumba class, multi-week children’s song/

dance club (Zimkudiya), multi-week Kids in the
Kitchen cooking class, multi-week teen boys
social skills and friendship group, weekly adult
relationship building skills group, 2 bi monthly
sibling workshops and support groups, monthly
self-advocacy group, monthly parent resource
& support group, monthly young adult social
group (YaYa), monthly adult social group (Rayim),
monthly North Shore Outing Club, monthly North
Shore social group (Connections), bi-weekly
South Area children’s friendship and a vacation
week sensory play group in multiple locations for
children ages 0-5 and 6-9.
In 2016-2017 the number of children, adult 16+,
and peer participants attending shabbatons each
doubled which significantly reduced the waiting
list.

4 Shabbatons in local communities: Young

Israel of Sharon, Brandeis University, Maimonides
Kehillah, and Shaarei Tefillah/Beth El Atereth of
Newton.
Monthly family programming in three regions and

occasional programs targeting children and young
families elsewhere.
New England Yachad launched a new, inclusive
bi-weekly friendship club at Striar Hebrew
Academy of Sharon (SHAS), our first Yachad club
at the elementary school level.

The Young Adult Outdoor Adventure Club

(YAOAC) launched this year, a highly successful
inclusion club for young Jewish adults in
Greater Boston. The group went on five outdoor
adventures including adaptive kayaking, adaptive
rock-climbing and snowtubing. Originally
planned for 30 participants, more than 85 people
attended at least one event, and many returned
for multiple outdoor adventures.
New England Yachad reachs all parts of the
Jewish community and across the strata of
denominations. For many, Yachad is their
only or their primary connection to the Jewish
community.
This year, Yachad’s inclusive model engaged over
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280 middle/high school peers, 75 college

peers and 85 young professionals as volunteers
and peer participants. New partnerships with
ReachOut/JCRC, CJP Young Leader Division,
JPULSE, Moshe Kavod House and Moishe House
have helped New England Yachad to connect
with new groups of young adults and young
professionals.
In 2016-2017 New England Yachad continued to
provide social worker facilitation of family and
member support services, including individual
support, support for activities of daily living, and
referrals to community resources.
The inaugural New England Yachad Advisory
Board was founded this year and plans
have been established for a Parent Advisory
Committee to convene soon.

Community Partnerships:

Yachad also partners on other meaningful
community events like the community

Passover Seder, Reelabilities, the Mega
Challah Bake, the Shabbos Project and
Yom Sport.

Yachad strives to bring Inclusion to all aspects
of the New England Jewish community. Extensive
partnerships with synagogues, day schools,
colleges and community agencies is the key to
our success. Our partners include:
The Ruderman Family Foundation, Combined
Jewish Philanthropies, The Nancy Lurie Marks
Family Foundation, Congregation Kehillath Israel,
Brandeis University, Young Israel of Sharon,
Maimonides School, Gann Academy, Striar
Hebrew Academy of Sharon, Gateways: Access
to Jewish Education, Temple Shalom of Newton,
Shaarei Tefillah, Temple Reyim, Temple Emunah,

Temple Beth Elohim, Chabad Centers across
the region, Beth El Atereth Israel, Young Israel
of Brookline, JCC of North Shore, North Shore
Teens Initiative (NSTI), ROFEH, NCSY, Maimonides
Kehillah, Jewish Big Brother Big Sister, JVS, JCCGB,
Jewish Family & Children’s Services of Greater
Boston, Mass Advocates, the Lappin Foundation,
PJ Library, Jewish Alliance of Rhode Island, and
Congregation Temple Beth Sholom of Providence.
We also partner with the Special Needs
Professional Committee made up of agency
representatives on Yom Sport, a model Passover
Seder, North American Inclusion Month (NAIM)
activities and Reelabilities, and many other area
synagogues and non-profits.
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New Jersey
Vocational training program:

Vocational training program is comprised of
developing both vocational skills and job
opportunities for Yachad members.
In the past year, participants in the program
have not only grown in their vocational domain,
but most importantly have been able to grow
inclusively with others in the community. This
program has enabled 25 individuals to be
included in a variety of jobs throughout the area.
NJ Yachad members have succeeded in their
jobs at companies such as Amazon, Goodwill,
Seasons, Lillian’s Hair Salon, the Jewish Home
of Rockleigh and many more. Participants have
shown their ability to work hard and achieve
their goals.
In addition to vocational training, a variety of
other activities are included in the program
such as health, nutrition, physical fitness, and
therapeutic activities such as art and horse
therapy.

Certification Program

This year New Jersey Yachad’s vocational program
launched a unique partnership with the Jewish
Home of Rockleigh. The two organizations worked
together to develop a certification program for
individuals with disabilities seeking employment
in the Dietary and Housekeeping departments of a
nursing facility.
To develop the curriculum for the pilot certificate
program, Yachad staff shadowed Jewish Home of
Rockleigh managers in Dietary and Housekeeping
to observe orientation and special training for
competencies. Based on this they developed a
specific curriculum, objectively looking at work
flow, processes, how to use equipment, as well as
the social aspect. How do housekeepers interact
with residents, with families? How do dietary staff
interact — both the technical and social aspects?”
The certificate program is taught by Yachad, but
Jewish Home staff are guest lecturers. For example,
the Human Resources Director will talk about the
facility’s orientation procedure and the Director of
Social Services will address customer service and
working with people with dementia.

Through completing this certification course
individuals with disabilities seeking employment
show potential employers they have the skills and
education necessary to excel at the job. In the
2016-2017 program year 5 participants earned their
certification.

The Mendel Balk Yachad Adult Community
Center provides a home away from home where

young adults feel accepted, loved and included
in all the Yachad activities they enjoy there. The
MBY Center, at 70 Sterling Place, is open Monday
through Thursday from 4-7 PM, giving lots of time
for members to feel comfortable and at home in
the space.
“The Mendel Balk Yachad Center is a dream come
true and is a special place in our community,” said
Chani Hermann, Director of New Jersey Yachad.
“Hosting the opening event of the year at the Balk
home made it even more special, with members of
the Balk family present to share in the festivities.
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There was so much joy in the air.”
Members come from all over Bergen County
(Fair Lawn, Teaneck, Bergenfield, Englewood,
Alpine), Passaic County, Riverdale, and the
MetroWest area (Hillside, Highland Park). Many
participants come from nearby high schools,
including Ma’ayanot, TABC, Frisch and Bruriah.
In the four short months that the center was
open last year, it hosted about 35 participants
regularly!
One of the most important needs for children
with special needs as they grow into young
adults is social interaction and opportunities
for them to build relationships and spend
time with their peers. The Mendel Balk Yachad
Adult Community Center was created to do just
that, with the goal to foster personal growth,
friendship, increased independence and most
importantly, a greater a sense of community.
The Center is unique for members because
it provides a platform for socialization and
independence. The energy in the Center
is designed to foster an environment of

independence for all members. Without the
Center, many young adults might go home at
4 PM with an entire night ahead of them and
no plans. The Center fills that void, allowing
participants to leave the professional work
or school setting during the day, to a space of
social and recreational opportunities.
The MBY Center space was designed for
the purpose of the Center—painted with
soft purples and gray to foster a warm
environment. It has a lounge area with a TV
and game system in the living room area.
Generally, members walk straight into the
Center and head directly to what they know as
their Center “living room” and relax there. They
take a game from the board game station, read
a magazine, or use the computer. The Center
also has a kitchen station, filled with kitchen
supplies for the culinary workshop (one of
three weekly workshops). Aside from all the
great stations in the Center, there are multiple
weekly programs including art, basketball,
pottery, theater, and STEM Activities.

Other Programs 2016-2017
2 Bat Mitzvah projects
6 Sunday Social Inclusive Events for middle
school & high school students
12 Sessions of The Ruth Ulevich Inclusive Art
Program
Mishmar with Maayanot and Frisch
Learning with Congregation Ohr Hatorah
Relationship Building Course
Middlesex Yachad hosted multiple social
inclusion events
Joined NCSY for a trip to Six Flags Great
Adventure
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New York
Shabbatonim:

Yachad is renowned throughout the Greater New
York/New Jersey area as the leader and innovator
in Shabbatonim (weekend retreats) programming
for individuals with disabilities and peer groups;
creating an inclusive environment that is both fun
and engaging. Throughout the year Junior, Senior,
and Rayim divisions run Shabbatonim in different
communities around the NY/NJ area, partnering
with the host community and local synagogue.
Shabbatons have been one of the pillars of social
inclusion programming and has allowed Yachad
to reach thousands of community members and
numerous communities throughout the NY/NJ
area.

program, social recreational programming and
family support.
Speaking about the decision to provide services
in the Long Island Community Dr. Lichtman, the
International Director of Yachad, said, “they are
our children and we want them to be a part of our
community.” Yachad is now a community resource
for the Five Towns and surrounding communities
and is here for the community and responding to
their needs.

Summer Programs:

In the summer of 2017, New York Yachad sent
230 participants on summer programs around
the globe. New York Yachad participants have
Reaching New Communities:
attended many diverse summer experiences
Approached by families from the Long Island
available, including fully inclusive bunks
community seeking many services, including an
in mainstream camps, travel programs and
elementary school, adult day habilitation and
vocational programs. Members of New York
vocational program, and local programming for
Yachad have attended Getaway and Yad B’Yad
individuals with disabilities, Yachad stepped in to travel programs as well as camper and vocational
help. In 2017, Yachad opened a brand-new center programs at camps Nesher, Morasha, Moshava,
in Long Island, offering a school, day habilitation Lavi, Chaverim, and Kesher. Participants who
program, vocational training and support
attend these camp programs share an experience

that is uniquely available to them through
Yachad’s partnership summer programming.

College Advisors and Volunteer Program

New York Yachad is privileged to have a large pool
of advisors made up of college students from
many local colleges including; Yeshiva University
(YU), Stern, NYU, Columbia and Queens College.
Advisors act as role models for our participants
and volunteer their time attending Shabbatons
and weekday events. Yachad’s volunteer base
is one of the essential components to our
successful programming and Yachad is proud to
have had over 250 this year.

Team Yachad:

New York Yachad sent over 100 runners to
participate as part of Team Yachad in the 2017
Miami Half Marathon and over 75 high school
students, representing 8 local schools, traveled to
Israel for the Jerusalem marathon in April 2017.
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What New York
Yachad is saying
Being involved in Yachad
has given me the ability
to see all people for what
they are and what they can
do, and to challenge the
status quo of disability. I
really feel it is being a part
of something greater than
oneself.

The Shabbaton experience
for Yosef has always been
positive! Yosef enjoys his
home away from home
every summer -- Camp
Mesorah -- through the
outstanding care and
support of Yachad!

Raphi Cooper

Mother of Yosef,
Junior Yachad participant

Assistant Program Director, Junior
Yachad

Phyllis Lubin

I have been doing Yachad
since I was 8. Yachad is
a second family to me; a
second home.
Ilana Talit

Rayim participant

My time as an advisor for
Yachad was very rewarding.
I was sometimes put out of
my comfort zone, yet it was
an opportunity for me to
grow personally and form
lasting friendships.
Yoni Mintz

Joel Daner Yachad Communal Fellow
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South Florida
During the 2016-2017 Year South Florida
Yachad had a great time!
Participants explored their artistic sides in
ceramic making and painting, attacked the
kitchen learning to bake challah and decorate
cupcakes, and exercised their athletic
muscles at Air Sports and bowling events.
South Florida Yachad partnered with local
communities to host 6 inclusive shabbatons.
Yachad participants worked to further
develop their social skills through three
semester long Relationship Building Courses
facilitated by Yachad.
South Florida Yachad celebrated the Jewish
holidays in style with a Juniors Sukkot party,
chapter Chanukah party, Purim with Skylake
Synagogue, and a pre-Passover movie.

South Florida is for the Whole Family

Yachad strives
not only to meet
the needs of the
individual,
but to serve the
entire family.

Yachad strives not only to meet the needs of
the individual, but to serve the entire family.
This year, for the first time, Yachad hosted a
Parent Night. Dr. Jeffrey Lichtman, Yachad’s
International Director spoke to parents about
working with their children as they become
adults physically and emotionally. Also,
speaking was Tobey Karpel, who addressed
working with challenging behaviors.

Serving the Community

On January 11, 2017 over 100 area teachers
gathered at the South Florida Jewish Academy
for a full day of learning at Yachad’s annual
Educator’s Conference. Educators learned
about going beyond the textbook to nurture
students while teaching. Keynote speakers Dr.
Harry and Rosemary Wong discussed being an
effective and successful teacher with different
types of learners in the classroom.

Toronto
Programming:
• Weekly inclusive Zumba dance class at the
BAYT shul with BAYT Youth
• Weekly inclusive “Life Skills in the Kitchen”
program at the Prosserman JCC where
participants learn basic kitchen hygiene and
cooking skills.
• Three sessions of Yachad’s Relationship
Building Course for adults with disabilities
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Family and Community Resources:

In 2016 Toronto Yachad hosted its first ever
Family Resource event. A forum for families
of individuals with disabilities to connect
with the services and supports they need.
Keynote speaker Aviva Goldberg spoke with
families, addressing their unique needs.
For the past 3 years, Yachad has hosted a
professional development conference for
Jewish day school educators from all streams
of Judaism in Toronto. By providing training
for teachers, Yachad gives teachers the skills
they need to incorporate students with

learning differences into their classrooms.
This year Toronto Yachad hosted keynote
speaker Dr. Robert Brooks who discussed
“Nurturing Motivation and Resilience in
Students.” Over 110 teachers attended from
across the Toronto community.

Community Partners:

Bnei Akiva, BAYT Youth, JLIC, Bnei Brith,
Tiferes Bais Yaakov school, and Bnei Akiva
schools.

Yachad gives teachers the skills they need to incorporate students
with learning differences into their classrooms.
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Israel

8

Shabbatons

Programming

During the 2016-2017 programmatic year Yachad
Israel hosted 8 community shabbatons, 15
Pizza4Soldiers baking and delivery events, and
bi-monthly social events. In addition, there are 5
groups that meet weekly throughout the year:
Relationship Building Course
A Slice of Torah (a pizza and learning program)
Art Class

Shabbatons

The second annual Yachad Israel Family
Shabbaton hosted over 400 people who gathered
to receive support from professionals, network
with other families and to learn about resources
available. Special guests this year included Chief
Cantor of the IDF and 10 members of the IDF
Rabinical quire.

Zumba Class
Sports Class
This year Yachad Israel opened a new basketball
program with the basketball team of Jerusalem,
Hapoel Yachad Yerushalayim. Through this
program participants with disabilities learn the
skills of the game, sportsmanship, and teamwork.
The Yachad team plays other youth teams in the
league which is inclusive.

Yachad Israel Loves Team Yachad

Team Yachad events are an annual highlight. This
year 900 participants ran for inclusion in the Tel
Aviv Color Run. But that was just a warm up! In
March, 567 runners crossed the finish line of the
Jerusalem Half-Marathon and 10K proudly wearing
Team Yachad jerseys. After a hard run race the top
fundraisers were invited to join Yachad Israel for a
5-day inclusive cruise to Greece and Cyprus.

15

Pizza4Soldiers
events

900

Participants in the
Tel Aviv Color Run

567

Runners in the
Jerusalem
Half-Marathon and 10K
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