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to anyone else, this would be unremarkable. But one of those boys was chaim. 
chaim has a developmental disability and for many years had no meaningful 
interactions with peers his own age. 
that all changed when chaim went on Yad B’Yad, Yachad’s inclusive 
summer experience in israel. Yachad staff are trained to create an inclusive 
environment where it is ‘cool’ to be inclusive. they facilitate the development 
of friendships between participants with and without disabilities. 
three boys go out for pizza. Why is this special? Because two of chaim’s friends 
called and asked him to hang out. they were not getting volunteer hours, 
they were not being paid to do a service, and they were not asked to do it 
by counselors or parents. these two boys just wanted to hang out with their 
friend, chaim. 
this story illustrates the magic of Yachad. the magic that you help make 
happen every day by partnering with us to make the Jewish community more 
inclusive. in 2017, through your support, Yachad hosted 843 weekday social 
recreational events, 615 campers had an inclusive summer experience, 500 
teachers were trained to include different learners in their classrooms, and 
hundreds of families received much needed support and learned about 
available government services and other programs through Family shabbatons 
and resource nights. 
the Jewish community has made significant progress over the last 34 years. 
We are more inclusive of individuals with disabilities than ever before; yet the 
work is not complete. there are still many people in our community who face 
barriers and rejection. together we can continue to tear down these barriers; 
we can educate, advocate, and create opportunities for inclusion. 
on behalf of our Yachad members and their parents, siblings and extended 
families, thank you for your continued support in building a stronger, more 
vibrant inclusive Jewish community.

It was a fall afternoon when a 
Yachad staff member walked 
by a local pizza shop. Sitting 
together were three high school 
boys enjoying a slice of pizza. 

Mitch Aeder
Chairman

Dr. Jeffrey 
Lichtman
International Director



Social Recreational

Shabbatonim      (Weekend RetReats)

Israel

Summer

Yad B’Yad

Weekday events

Countries Cities shabbatonim

held internationally, including: 

together with mainstream Jewish camps, Yachad enables campers 
with disabilities to attend camp with extra support through 
a shadow in a typical bunk or by creating a Yachad bunk that 
participates in all camp activities. adults with disabilities have the 
opportunity to work at camp through Yachad’s Vocational Programs. 

Yachad’s inclusive traveling summer 
program in israel for young adults with 
and without disabilities.

Yachad hosts eIGHt HIGH sCHOOL CLUBs across the us and canada with over 100 teens 
serving on LeadeRsHIP BOaRds

the mendeL BaLk CenteR opened in 2017 and regularly serves over 35 PaRtICIPants

25 summer programs served 
615 CamPeRs from 19 different states, 
3 countries, 135 different cities.

through our programs in mainstream Jewish camps Yachad has 
reached over 6100 CamPeRs

100% of parents reported that their camper was fULLy InCLUded
in the camp community.

82% of parents rated their child’s summer experience as 
“amazInG”

BIRtHRIGHt - Yachad is the go to Birthright provider offering trips for 
people with disabilities. this year 24 PaRtICIPants connected with 
israel through Yachad’s Birthright trips. 8 PaRtICIPants celebrated 
their BaR/Bat mItzvaH on Yachad Birthright.

20 of this summer’s staff members were returning Yad B’Yad participants

hosted the second annual 
famILy sHaBBatOn in israel 
serving over 400 people. 

stamford, ct
Deal, nJ
West orange, nJ
Jamaica estates, nY
edison, nY
Brooklyn, nY
elizabeth, nJ
Fair lawn, nJ
new rochelle, nY
hillcrest, nY
highland Park, nY
suffern, nY

englewood, nJ
new York, nY
teaneck, nJ
Bronx, nY
scarsdale, nY
Woodmere, nY
Kew Gardens hills, nY
livingston, nY
staten island, nY
White Plains, nY
east Brunswick, nJ
West hempstead, nY
Bergenfield, nJ
Boca raton, Fl
chicago, il
cleveland, oh

sharon, ma
Baltimore, mD
toronto, ont
los angeles, ca
Waltham, ma
Potomac, mD
houston/Dallas, tX
hollywood, Fl
modiin, israel
Givat shmuel, israel
ramat Beit shemesh, israel
hashmonaim, israel
raanana, israel
Jerusalem, israel
Zichron Yaakov, israel
Beit shemesh, israel

Paint 
night

Pizza
making

KaraokeBowling
843

3 41

6100

200

 

superbowl
Party

cupcake
making

100%

20% increase

24% increase over 
last summer

over 900 runners participated 
in the teL avIv COLOR RUn 
representing team Yachad

launched a BasketBaLL skILLs PROGRam in conjunction with 
Jerusalem’s professional basketball team hapoel Yerushalayim



Education Clinical & Family Services

Community Awareness

Our Way

Adult & Vocational Services

through the iVDu schools’ (2 high schools and 1 elementary school) 
unique individualized life and vocational skills training together with 
curricula of secular and Jewish studies, students are prepared to integrate 
into the Jewish community and become contributing members of society.

Yachad works with individuals with a wide range of disabilities 
including but not limited to cognitive, developmental and 
physical challenges. 

PROGRam fOR tHe deaf 
and HaRd Of HeaRInG

the mendeL BaLk CenteR opened in 2017 and regularly serves over 35 PaRtICIPants

in march the OU COmmUnIty CenteR opened in Brooklyn, nY to provide hands on vocational 
skills training to individuals with disabilities. the center served 30 jOB seekeRs in 2017. of these, 4 
already have jobs.

90 disability professionals from 25 
agencies attended the annual medICaId 
seRvICe COORdInatOR COnfeRenCe

yaCHad GIfts sold 8,000 Baskets this year up 
35% from 2015. 5,000 were sold for Purim alone.

Yachad Gifts employs 12 fORmeR memBeRs of 
the training program and 6 graduates this year have 
employment in other companies. 

16 iVDu upper school students took the new York state regents exams and 
99% passed

80% of iVDu upper school students have completed tRaveL tRaInInG. 

this year was the inaugural season of the GOLden knIGHts, iVDu’s  
BasketBaLL team which plays against schools in the Yeshiva league

a generous grant from the WaRneR fUnd has helped upgrade school teCHnOLOGy. 
80% of classrooms now have a smaRtBOaRd.

this year our Way co-hosted the biennial deafBLInd sHaBBatOn in maryland that 
hosted 17 participants and celebrated 2 BaR mItzvaHs. 

our Way hosted social and learning events for 350 PeOPLe in the new York and Baltimore 
areas throughout the year

the HeaRInG aId GemaCH (free loan society) lent out 34 sets of hearing aids

750 synaGOGUes and sCHOOLs on 5 continents used Yachad’s PURIm 
POWeR POInt to ensure that those with hearing impairments and others could 
follow along with the megillah reading

in 2017 Yachad hosted 2 famILy sHaBBatOns and 2 famILy 
ResOURCe days serving over 1800 people and providing them with 
the information, networking, and support they need. 

153 individuals receive formal COUnseLInG through Yachad 

157 synaGOGUes across north america participated in nORtH ameRICan 
InCLUsIOn mOntH by hosting an inclusive program, speaker, or scholar in residence.

Yachad offered 41 WORksHOPs in 4 cities that trained over 500 teaCHeRs 
and admInIstRatORs about strategies for facilitating InCLUsIOn In a 
maInstReam CLassROOm, giving them the tools they need to support 
students with learning differences. 

Yachad ran sensItIvIty tRaInInGs at 67 schools across north america, allowing 
thousands of students to “walk in someone else’s shoes.” 

Yachad ran the first ever InCLUsIve seRvICe mIssIOn in partnership with 
Yeshiva university high school for Girls. Participants vOLUnteeRed at habitat 
for humanity’s restore, Pearlston Farm and tudor heights assisted-living facility. 

99%



Orthodox Union 
$2,264,000

Program fees & 
tuition Payments
$7,623,000

fundraising
$3,351,000

In-kind Contributions
$900,000

Funding Sources
$16,184,000

Government 
support 
$2,046,000



IvdU schools
$3,778,000

social recreational programs include 
750k of in-kind expenses; clinical 
services includes 150k of in-kind 
expenses - $146,000

summer Programs
$2,914,000

Clinical services*
$435,000

admin & 
Compliance
$2,145,000

adult vocational 
services & 
dayhab
$2,064,000

Total Expense
$16,038,000social Recreational 

Programs
$4,702,000



Become a 
Partner
sponsorship opportunities

get involved

Sponsor a Regional 
Family Shabbaton

Sponsor a Yearlong 
Joel Daner Fellow

Sponsor a Social 
Skills Course

Sponsor an Advisor to 
Attend a Shabbaton

Run with teAm YAChAD 
houSe pARtiCipAntS FoR A ShAbbAton
Volunteer • Be a Corporate SponSor 
Be an amBaSSador • Spend your Summer with yaChad 
Let YAChAD GiFtS CReAte YouR miShLoACh mAnot 
Be an adVoCate • hoSt a parlor meeting

Send a participant on 
a Shabbaton

Sponsor an oneg 
for a Shabbaton

Sponsor 1 pizza and 
parsha program

Sponsor A Regional 
Special education 
Conference

Send a participant on 
Yad b’yad – Yachad’s 
inclusive israel 
experience

bring the Latest 
technology to the 
ivdu Schools

Sponsor a Year of 
Vocational training 
for 2 individuals with 
Disabilities

$100,000

$35,000

$5,000

$180
$100

$1,000

$500

$25,000
$10,000

$75,000 $50,000





JUF
mission statement
the Jewish union Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
enhancing the lives of individuals 
with developmental disabilities. JuF 
offers a wide array of services that 
help individuals achieve greater 
independence, make immense personal 
strides, and become better able to 
participate in the full spectrum of life. 

Orthodox Union Community Center
in march 2017 JuF began utilizing 
the newly opened orthodox union 
community center. the community 
center is designed to help individuals 
with disabilities gain hands-on training in 
the skills needed to enter the work force. 
offering stations that simulate real life 
work places in retail, food service, office 
work, and construction and maintenance, 
participants practice their job skills in a 
concrete way. this allows job seekers to 
apply for positions having already trained 
for the job. this experience dramatically 
increases their likelihood of being hired 
as a paid employee. 

in 2017 the community center has already 
served over 30 job seekers. of those 10 
have already secured employment. 

as a true community resource, the space 
is open not only to those enrolled in 
JuF’s vocational training program, but to 
the public as well. numerous students 
from nearby high schools have utilized 
the space to enhance on their vocational 
skills. 

JuF offers the following services:

adult day habilitation: JUF currently 
operates an Adult Day Habilitation in 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and Nassau County.

community habilitation:

Medicaid Service 

Vocational Training 

Supportive Employment 

Supplemental Day Habilitation 

Individualized Living 

Pathway to Employment

ACCES-VR Services 

Job Fairs 

Before coming to Jewish Union Foundation, Eli was 
asked to leave multiple programs and I was worried 

that there was not going to be a right fit. Despite 
knowing that Eli was having many difficulties, JUF 
accepted him and helped him achieve his goals. He 
is currently working at a job JUF found for him and is 
an altogether different person. JUF helped shape him 
into the great young man he is today!
Ruth finkelstein, Parent

I have been attending JUF Day Hab for many years 
and it has taught me a variety of skills that will 
allow me to become a full-fledged adult and work 
towards my goal of finding employment.
zev diamond, Individual

Jewish Union Foundation has made an incredible 
impact on Sarala’s life over the years. She needed 
a tailor made program and they delivered miracles. 
The staff is incredibly devoted and caring, and 
Sarala loves coming to the program. Knowing that 
Sarala is part of JUF gives me the security to know 
exactly what is going on in her life and that she is 
always in a good and safe place.
miriam Hurwitz, Parent



Summer
yachad integration programs
campers sleep in their own bunkhouse 
with highly motivated and trained staff. 
each day, on an individual or group 
plan, they participate in camp activities 
with mainstream bunks and campers. 

camper integration programs
campers are fully integrated into a 
typical bunk together with a supportive 
“shadow” staff member to facilitate and 
promote meaningful socialization and 
inclusion. 

vocational integration programs
Full-time work positions are available 
in both day camp and sleepaway camp 
settings. Participants are supervised by 
a job coach/counselor and are placed in 
a position suitable to their abilities and 
needs.

israel trips
birthright – a 10-day free trip to israel 
for adults ages 18-26. Dedicated and 
experienced staff and tour guides 
provide a true taste of israel through 
tours, sightseeing, and great activities. 
Birthright trips run twice a year in the 
winter and summer.
yad b’yad – Yachad’s inclusive israel 
experience. this 4-week trip brings 
high school students together with 
young adults and teens with special 
needs on a fabulous touring adventure. 
Participants form strong bonds of 
friendship and undergo personal growth 
as they experience the Jewish homeland 
in a new and unparalleled way.

adult vacation program
a relaxing two-week vacation program 
for adult members. Participants choose 
from daily activities that include but 
are not limited to arts & crafts, dancing, 
sports, and baking.

Yad B’Yad opened her eyes to the world around her and 
gave her a perspective of thoughts and feelings of people 
different from her.”
 
Camp is the only time that our daughter truly lives to 
the fullest. She is surrounded by caring peers, has lots of 
friends and can participate in activities geared just for her. 
She feels secure and relaxed. If only we could replicate a 
percentage of that during the year!
 
Our experience with sending our son to Yachad was beyond 
incredible. It was healthy for his development in many ways 
and it was a necessary respite for our family. It takes a lot 
of courage to send a young child across the country but we 
feel totally confident that we made the best decision for 
our son and our family.
 
Our grandson talks about Chaverim all year long. The 
summer cannot come soon enough for him. 
 
My son came back a different person. It was an amazing 
experience. He grew in confidence, sensitivity, compassion, 
independence and maturity. As parents, we were thrilled.

Yachad Summer Programs serve campers 
in 15 different partner camps.

1038
inDiViDuals (including staff)

ParticiPate in YachaD’s
 summer DePartment



IVDU

77 4 169 312% 45%
students hs Graduates

this year
high schoolers 

took regents

Passed regents2015-2016 2014-2015

Growth this year
Growth past 

five years

compared to:

99%

iVDu upgraded 50% of 
smartboards in classrooms 
covering 80% of classrooms

iVDu upgraded 70% of 
computers in our school

using a computer literacy 
test 100% of our students 
demonstrated improvement in 
their technology related skills.

20% of iVDu students are 
utilizing assistive technology to 
maximize their learning

students held 51 internships with 100% of students holding at least 1 position 
iVDu formed a basketball team, the Golden Knights, which competes against other high schools in 
the Yeshiva league.
through our partnership with the Joseph harrick Project, 35% of our students learned how to use 
professional photography equipment and the art of taking pictures.

  of iVDu elementary and Boys upper school benefitted from art and music therapy
  of all students participated in inclusive social programming
  of boys upper school participated in inclusive sports
  of students received enhanced reading instruction by our reading specialist
  of students made progress in decoding with the use of the Wilson reading Program
  of students receive social skill instruction

80% of students in the high school are travel trained
students spent 5,250 hours engaging in hands-on job training this school year 
students completed over 455 hours of social skills training this school year
students had mainstreaming opportunities for 965 hours during the school year
each staff member received 425 hours of professional development training during the school year
students received speech, ot and Pt services for 3,535 hours for the school year

100%



Yachad Gifts
Finding employment is difficult for everyone. Finding employment for 
individuals with developmental disabilities is even more challenging. 
Yachad Gifts is dedicated to ensuring individuals with disabilities gain 
the vocational training and work experience needed to gain competitive 
employment. since it launched in 2013 Yachad Gifts has trained 
dozens of individuals with the job skills and social skills needed to be 
successful in a work environment. this year alone, 40 individuals were 
trained and 6 of them gained paid employment in the fields of customer 
service, sales, and stocking of merchandise. Business participants in 
this program include Party city, Whole Foods and children’s Place. in 
addition, annual sales increased by 35% since 2015-2016. attributing 
to this increase is the expanded product lines; Yachad Gifts now has a 
greater variety of baskets for customers to choose from. additionally, 
there is an added emphasis on customer service which has led to 
stronger business relationships. 

At Yachad Gifts I learned how to become responsible and do 
my job well. My time there helped prepare me for my current 
job at Atlantic Freight. I am happy that Yachad Gifts gave 
me the opportunity to learn job skills that I was able to take 
with me to another job.
jacob eisenmann, Vocational Training Program Participant

21,000 
baskets sold 

(ALL TIME)

15 Vocational participants in training program

6 Vocational participants have graduated and have been hired by 
us or other companies

50 Vocational participants and individuals from outside disability 
agencies have received training from our program

Yachad Gifts employed 12 individuals with Disabilities this year

Major Patrons
The Carlebach Shul  •  Treetop Development  •  Beth tefillah
West Side Institutional Synagogue  •  Temple Shaare Emeth
Richard Bienenfeld Architect, PC  •  Lincoln Square Synagogue

8,000  
baskets sold 

this year

1,800 
Different orders

35,000 
unique Web hits

5,000 
Baskets made 
during Purim

35% 
increase in 

sales this year
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Baltimore
evolving and expanding services:
at the end of the 2016-2017 Yachad year, Jit and 
Junior Yachad families consisted of about 30% 
of our membership. the first ever designated 
Juniors coordinator was hired. Baltimore 
Yachad serves the broader Jewish community 
and has partnerships and events with reform, 
conservative, and orthodox institutions. 

summer programs:
in the summer of 2017, Baltimore Yachad sent 
23 participants on Yachad summer programs, 
including 4 who had never attended before.
this summer alone Baltimore Yachad participants 
attended 14 different summer programs including 
Getaway, Birthright, and Yad B’Yad travel programs, 
as well as camper and vocational programs at 
camps nesher, morasha, mesorah, moshava, 
shoshanim, lavi, chaverim, and Kesher. 

notable events
Baltimore senior Yachad held its first annual sWaG 
(stuff We all Get!) night this past year to show off 
our orange and Blue Yachad pride. 
Baltimore Yachad facilitated four inclusive 
community experiences in 2017, with four 
shabbatons, three at synagogues and one joint 
with ncsY. third annual naim weekend shabbaton 
in February 2017 was held in Potomac maryland. 

Community Partnerships:
Baltimore Yachad partners with 36 community 
organizations including synagogues, elementary, 
middle and high schools, businesses, local 
nonprofit organizations, the Jewish learning 
initiative on campus (Jlic) and hillel organizations 
at both Johns hopkins university and university 
of maryland campuses. the Junior and senior 
divisions each partnered with two local schools 
this year, and created gift packages to thank our 
local first responders and law enforcement officers. 
Baltimore Yachad partnered with the Jcc of Greater 

Baltimore and together formed a committee to 
better serve individuals with disabilities within the 
Jcc and broader Baltimore communities.
Baltimore Yachad partnered with shemesh, the 
Jewish community center, the center for Jewish 
education, and sulam to offer its second annual 
full day professional development conference for 
educators reaching  170 teachers from 24 schools. 
the conference featured keynote speaker Dr. 
robert Brooks as well as Dr. clarissa Willis, rabbi 
Yaakov aichenbaum, and Dr. Bill atwood. 
Baltimore Yachad partnered with two local 
schools and Koshertroops.com to send packages 
to american Jewish soldiers. We received thank 
you notes from across the world – Kuwait and 
afghanistan!
Baltimore Yachad and Beth t’filoh Dahan 
community school partnered over the past year 
to complete many chesed projects including 
most recently, raising tzedakah and donating it to 
communities in need. 

Yachad proudly serves the broader Baltimore Jewish Community.
Baltimore Yachad promotes the importance of inclusion in the greater Baltimore Jewish 
Community with 8-10 inclusive events each month. Baltimore Yachad has three divisions: a 
Juniors-in-Training (JIT) division for ages 3-9, a Juniors division for ages 10-15, and a Senior 
Yachad division for ages 16-35+. Baltimore Yachad served over 115 families with an individual 
with special needs this year, including 33 families with children under 15. Over 65 new 

students, middle, high school and college age, have interacted with Baltimore Yachad this past year at weekly inclusive events with 10 different schools, 
synagogues, and community organizations. Yachad participants from across the Atlantic seaboard region join Yachad Baltimore and over 150 teens from 
NCSY annually, at Atlantic Seaboard Regional shabbatons; continuing a unique partnership that has existed for over 20 years. 
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Chicago
shabbatons: 
Yachad is renowned throughout the greater 
chicagoland area and nationally as a leader and 
innovator in inclusive shabbaton programming. 
in 2016-17, the Junior division coordinated three 
shabbatons, while the senior and rayim divisions 
coordinated six shabbatons in 2016-17, attendance 
has risen dramatically, from 80 junior members, 
peers and community members attending three 
years ago, to well over 150 total in 2016-17, while in 
the senior and rayim divisions, attendance has risen 
to over 1000 attendees, up from 250 four years ago. 

members: 
in 2016-17 chicago Yachad’s membership more than 
doubled from 20 members in 2011-12 to more than 
50 members this year. chicago Yachad is dedicated 
to expanding the Yachad family to include all areas 
of the greater chicagoland.

the jean morgenstern Rayim division:
rabbi & mrs. sidney and lisa Glenner named the 
newly open rayim program in honor of lisa’s 
mother, Jean morgenstern. mrs. morgenstern has 
dedicated countless hours to the well-being and 
support of her grandson, mr. naftali Glenner, a 

Yachad member since the chapter’s inception. in 
hebrew, rayim means “good friends” and at ages 
23 and over, that is simply what members want – to 
have good friends to share in life’s experiences.

vocational services:
in collaboration with local employers, chicago 
Yachad now offers job placement and coaching to 
its members. nine participants currently coordinate 
their employment through Yachad. in the coming 
years, chicago Yachad will be developing a 
comprehensive day program to serve even more 
community members, which will offer social and 
life skills development and other necessary skills 
to bridge the gap to employment and facilitate 
additional career opportunities. 

Community development: 
Yachad continues to increase its partnerships 
and collaborative endeavors, which include more 
than 10 synagogues, the Jewish Federation of 
metropolitan chicago, Jewish children and Family 
services (encompass), chicago metro hillel, ncsY, 
Bnei akiva, ida crown Jewish academy, Fasman 
Yeshiva high school, hanna sacks Bais Yaakov, 
libenu, migdal oz, Keshet, clearbrook, libenu, 
Friendship circle and numerous others. Dedicated 

lay leaders are fully invested in chicago Yachad’s 
success, bringing invaluable expertise from diverse 
areas including education, business, finance, law, 
health care and more.

family shabbaton: 
With nearly 300 people in attendance, the feedback 
from Yachad families for this unique program has 
been incredibly positive. inspirational speakers, 
respite, networking opportunities and programming 
for parents, Yachad members and siblings provide 
for incredible experiences and memories. Families 
have literally been asking, ‘when is the next Family 
shabbaton?’. the Family shabbaton is partially 
funded through a generous grant from the hartman 
Family Foundation. 

High school Leaders:
chicago Yachad’s high school leadership Board is 
renowned as a formative and unique experiential 
program. each year, several teens lend their time 
and energy to planning events and shabbatons, 
serving as role models for mainstream peers, 
and of course, as friends to the Yachad members. 
these leaders attend two unique shabbatons that 
take place just for teen leaders, one locally and 
the other on the east coast.  
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Cleveland
evolving and expanding services:
cleveland Yachad’s membership has grown 
by 45% in the last 2 years alone. the scope 
of programs continues to expand, and new 
staff members have been hired to respond 
to the ever-growing need for services. 
cleveland Yachad offers diverse and exciting 
programs such as yoga, Drums alive, pottery, 
pet therapy, comedy improv and poetry 
workshops to name a few. With an emphasis 
on giving back to the community cleveland 
Yachad is always looking for opportunities 
to volunteer in meaningful ways. such as 
attending cemetery clean-ups, hosting 
events to pack items for the iDF troops, 
baking challah to donate to the local food 
bank, and making regular contributions to 
the senior residents of stone Gardens. as 
an active part of the community, cleveland 
Yachad participates in projects such as “the 
shabbos Project worldwide initiative” and 
“super sunday” donor drive of the cleveland 
Federation. 

summer Programs:
cleveland Yachad consistently sends local 
representatives to attend summer programs 
across the u.s. and israel as campers, peers, 
shadows and staff members. this summer 
2 participants from cleveland went to camp 
with Yachad, 1 attended Yad B’Yad, and 1 
worked at camp through Yachad’s vocational 
training program.

sensitivity trainings:
For three years running cleveland Yachad has 
been asked by the Jewish education center 
of cleveland (Jecc) to present our proprietary 
sensitivity training workshops to 6th grade 
students across the city. other agencies, 
temples and schools have requested similar 
programs as well as presentations and 
lectures from our scholars-in-residence.

Community partnerships:
We have joined with other local agencies 
and schools such as hillel of John carrol 
university and cleveland state university, 
ncsY, Bnei akiva, JFsa, the mandel JDs, 
Park synagogue, Fuchs mizrachi school, the 
hebrew academy, Gross shechter Day school, 
etGar, seGula, Green road synagogue, stone 
Gardens assisted living, Young israel, heights 
Jewish center, a+ learning and Development, 
and the mandel Jcc to name a few. more 
and more synagogues and communities 
are reaching out to be hosts of our popular 
“shabbatons” or weekend retreats and are 
happy to be partners in promoting inclusion 
amongst their congregants and community 
members.

Cleveland Yachad, founded in 1987, celebrated its 30th anniversary with another incredible year of innovative programs, new 
community collaborations and an evening of tribute honoring our founder and pioneering parents. Cleveland Yachad promotes 
inclusion in the greater Cleveland Jewish community with 4-6 inclusive events per month for teens and young adults with disabilities 
and their typical peers. 
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Dallas
it was a road trip to remember for Dallas 
Yachad, a bus load of advisers, leaders, high 
schoolers and participants with disabilities 
who hit interstate 45. the group was headed 
to a shabbaton hosted by houston Yachad 
at united orthodox synagogue. For Dallas 
Yachad member talor milstein, a highlight was 
his honor to have an aliyah during the torah 
service. “i remembered it from my bar mitzvah 
and i did it for my grandfather allan Zidell, 
who died last year.” Visiting houston this year 
was a memorable trip for all.  

Dallas Yachad gives individuals with 
disabilities the chance to develop vital 
social skills with their typically developing 
peers, while becoming full members of the 
community. through Yachad, individuals with 
disabilities learn about their Jewish heritage 
and participate in the mainstream of Jewish 
life. all members of the community are 
invited to share in the inclusive programming. 
“Yachad is amazing — it’s unlike anything else 
i’ve ever participated in,” high schooler shani 

epstein said. “the program focuses around 
everyone feeling the same, being concerned 
with everyone’s ideas being supported, and i 
love that it’s for all ages. the connections i’ve 
made with people i really wouldn’t ever have 

met before are really very special and each 
time i come back to another event, people 
are warm and almost always somebody new 
remembers me and sees me as a ‘friend’ they 
didn’t know before.”

coordinator sarah lipinsky noted that, “we 
are always looking for ideas for activities and 
people to join us in our spirited fun. this 
isn’t a volunteer opportunity but a chance for 
everyone, on equal footing, to have a great 
time with us and we really encourage everyone 
to come out, to make some friends, and some 
wonderful memories.” Our member, Ben 
ackerman, taught tae kwon do skills at 
the jewish federation of Greater dallas’ 
2016 Good deeds day event. 

Yachad programs provide opportunities for 
building self-esteem and enhancing social 
skills. in the last year, the Dallas Yachad 
hosted a pizza party and drum circle in 
the sukkah, and a booth at the Preston 
hollow Fall Festival at congregation shearith 
israel, and 6 participants with disabilities and 
high school teens attended Yachad’s high 
school leadership shabbaton in stamford, 
connecticut. 

“Yachad is amazing 
— it’s unlike anything 

else I’ve ever 
participated in”
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Detroit
During the 2016-2017 year Detroit Yachad participants learned new skills in:

• Cooking

• Krav Maga (for men) 

• Zumba (for women)

• Musical percussion instruments and even performed at the annual Purim Carnival and at the 
Final Banquet.

Participants learned about electricity in a workshop from mad science and explored their 
artistic sides at creative art studio and the apple store.

Detroit Yachad had 2 shabbatons in 2016-2017. one with Detroit ncsY and one in partnership 
with cleveland Yachad. 

Finally, this was a year of transition that brought together the talents of past, present and future 
chapter coordinators who worked collaboratively to ensure the continued success of Detroit 
Yachad.

Past chapter coordinator Jeff Gross and his family helped plan and implement the Cleveland 
shabbatonim and at the final Banquet the previous chapter coordinator rachel tinman 
helped with planning and program ideas. the new incoming chapter coordinator rivka Wine 
came to many of the programs to meet the Yachad members and advisors who quickly loved her 
and accepted her as their new leader. thank you to everyone who helped and we look forward to 
a great 2018!

Whenever I go to an event 
seeing the smile on everyone’s 
faces, I really enjoy it.

ezra
Advisor 

I love Yachad and it is my 
favorite thing to do after school 
on Tuesdays

jacob
Participant 
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Houston
From Yom chesed to picnicking in the park, holiday programs, 
and a ladies’ fashion show, houston Yachad had a fantastic year 
of learning, fun, and growth for Yachad members and teens alike! 
Collaborating with nCsy, Bnei akiva, and Robert m. Beren 
academy, new friendships were forged while old friends deepened 

their connection. a major highlight was hosting teens and Yachad 
members from Dallas for our annual texas yachad shabbaton. 
Bringing energy, inclusion, and education to the houston 
community, it was a meaningful and special weekend for everyone 
involved. a surprise appearance by the Bostoner Rebbe from 
Jerusalem, complete with his teaching us all a new song that he 
personally composed, was a particularly special treat participants  
are sure to not forget! 

Bringing energy, inclusion, 
and education to the 
Houston community

Yachad has been a blessing to those of 
us in Houston, Texas who have a family 
member living with Special Needs. Their 
teen and young adult programs are totally 
inclusive and make everyone feel at 
home amongst their peers. Their model of 
blending more teens and volunteers with 
the participants continues their success in 
our community.

yachad Parent
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Los Angeles
Inclusion Clubs
los angeles Yachad worked with Yula Boys, 
Yula Girls and shalhevet high schools to host 
inclusion clubs on campus. these clubs helped 
mainstream teens interact with and better 
understand young adults with disabilities and 
be part of an inclusive life. these programs 
cover topics from “the meaning of inclusion”, 
“how you see me vs, how i want to be seen” 
to role play activities that will have them see 
disabilities from the opposite lens.

teen Leaders
15 teens served as leaders for the chapter on 
the high school Board. these teens helped to 
plan programs and events, recruit their peers, 
and work with school inclusion clubs. a few of 
these board members attended an intensive 
leadership retreat on the east coast with their 
peers from across the country.   

 

social skills Courses 
Following last year’s successful life hacks 
course, los angeles Yachad kicked off the 2016-
17 offering four unique educational courses: 
life hacks, relationship hacks, Vocational 
hacks, and Dating and marriage skills course. 
these classes help participants to learn 
about social skills, behavior interaction, 
internet safety, ethical behavior, and other 
skills needed to fully participant in everyday 
communal life.
 

Programming 
For the first time ever los angeles Yachad 
hosted social programming over the summer. 
With so many off to camp, Yachad provided 
weekly social events for those who stayed 
home. 

every month los angles Yachad hosted at least 
2 inclusive social events for teens and young 
adults with and without disabilities. 
Girls & Guys night out programs were also 
held monthly for young adults with disabilities 
to practice social skills together and develop 
friendships
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New England
evolving and expanding services:
in 2017, new england Yachad served over 325 
individuals with disabilities and had over 1,000 
typical peer participants throughout the year. 
additionally, hundreds of community members 
attended programs and shabbatons, increasing 
awareness of inclusion in the Greater Boston 
community.
new england Yachad held over 300 programs and 
activities this year for various ages across the 
region. these included: Young israel of sharon/
Yachad rosh hashana Barbecue, annual sukkah 
Party, Young israel of Brookline/Yachad children’s 
chanukah Party, reachout-Jcrc/Yachad teen 
& adult chanukah Party and the community tu 
B’shevat seder hosted by Yachad, K’sharim and 
sha’arei tefillah.
throughout the year new england Yachad 
ran 13 on-going inclusive social skills groups, 
including:  weekly Parsha & Pizza that 
continues year-round in 3 regions, a multi-
week Zumba class, multi-week children’s song/

dance club (Zimkudiya), multi-week Kids in the 
Kitchen cooking class, multi-week teen boys 
social skills and friendship group, weekly adult 
relationship building skills group, 2 bi monthly 
sibling workshops and support groups, monthly 
self-advocacy group, monthly parent resource 
& support group, monthly young adult social 
group (YaYa), monthly adult social group (rayim), 
monthly north shore outing club, monthly north 
shore social group (connections), bi-weekly 
south area children’s friendship and a vacation 
week sensory play group in multiple locations for 
children ages 0-5 and 6-9. 
in 2016-2017 the number of children, adult 16+, 
and peer participants attending shabbatons each 
doubled which significantly reduced the waiting 
list. 

4 shabbatons in local communities:  Young 
israel of sharon, Brandeis university, maimonides 
Kehillah, and shaarei tefillah/Beth el atereth of 
newton.  
monthly family programming in three regions and 

occasional programs targeting children and young 
families elsewhere.
new england Yachad launched a new, inclusive 
bi-weekly friendship club at striar hebrew 
academy of sharon (shas), our first Yachad club 
at the elementary school level.

the young adult Outdoor adventure Club 
(Yaoac) launched this year, a highly successful 
inclusion club for young Jewish adults in 
Greater Boston.  the group went on five outdoor 
adventures including adaptive kayaking, adaptive 
rock-climbing and snowtubing.  originally 
planned for 30 participants, more than 85 people 
attended at least one event, and many returned 
for multiple outdoor adventures.  
new england Yachad reachs all parts of the 
Jewish community and across the strata of 
denominations. For many, Yachad is their 
only or their primary connection to the Jewish 
community.

this year, Yachad’s inclusive model engaged over 

New England Yachad serves the Jewish communities of Greater Boston, the North Shore and South Area, MetroWest, Metro North and 
Providence, RI through regularly hosting social and recreational programs, clinical and family support services, health and wellness 
programs, and shabbatons. 
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280 middle/high school peers, 75 college 
peers and 85 young professionals as volunteers 
and peer participants. new partnerships with 
reachout/Jcrc, cJP Young leader Division, 
JPulse, moshe Kavod house and moishe house 
have helped new england Yachad to connect 
with new groups of young adults and young 
professionals.
in 2016-2017 new england Yachad continued to 
provide social worker facilitation of family and 
member support services, including individual 
support, support for activities of daily living, and 
referrals to community resources. 
the inaugural new england Yachad advisory 
Board was founded this year and plans 
have been established for a Parent advisory 
committee to convene soon. 

Community Partnerships:
Yachad also partners on other meaningful 
community events like the community 
Passover seder, Reelabilities, the mega 
Challah Bake, the shabbos Project and 
yom sport. 

Yachad strives to bring inclusion to all aspects 
of the new england Jewish community. extensive 
partnerships with synagogues, day schools, 
colleges and community agencies is the key to 
our success. our partners include:
the ruderman Family Foundation, combined 
Jewish Philanthropies, the nancy lurie marks 
Family Foundation, congregation Kehillath israel, 
Brandeis university, Young israel of sharon, 
maimonides school, Gann academy, striar 
hebrew academy of sharon, Gateways: access 
to Jewish education, temple shalom of newton, 
shaarei tefillah, temple reyim, temple emunah, 

temple Beth elohim, chabad centers across 
the region, Beth el atereth israel, Young israel 
of Brookline, Jcc of north shore, north shore 
teens initiative (nsti), roFeh, ncsY, maimonides 
Kehillah, Jewish Big Brother Big sister, JVs, JccGB, 
Jewish Family & children’s services of Greater 
Boston, mass advocates, the lappin Foundation, 
PJ library, Jewish alliance of rhode island, and 
congregation temple Beth sholom of Providence. 
We also partner with the special needs 
Professional committee made up of agency 
representatives on Yom sport, a model Passover 
seder, north american inclusion month (naim) 
activities and reelabilities, and many other area 
synagogues and non-profits.
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New Jersey
vocational training program:
Vocational training program is comprised of 
developing both vocational skills and job 
opportunities for Yachad members. 
in the past year, participants in the program 
have not only grown in their vocational domain, 
but most importantly have been able to grow 
inclusively with others in the community. this 
program has enabled 25 individuals to be 
included in a variety of jobs throughout the area. 
nJ Yachad members have succeeded in their 
jobs at companies such as amazon, Goodwill, 
seasons, lillian’s hair salon, the Jewish home 
of rockleigh and many more. Participants have 
shown their ability to work hard and achieve 
their goals.
in addition to vocational training, a variety of 
other activities are included in the program 
such as health, nutrition, physical fitness, and 
therapeutic activities such as art and horse 
therapy. 

Certification Program 
this year new Jersey Yachad’s vocational program 
launched a unique partnership with the Jewish 
home of rockleigh. the two organizations worked 
together to develop a certification program for 
individuals with disabilities seeking employment 
in the Dietary and housekeeping departments of a 
nursing facility.      
to develop the curriculum for the pilot certificate 
program, Yachad staff shadowed Jewish home of 
rockleigh managers in Dietary and housekeeping 
to observe orientation and special training for 
competencies. Based on this they developed a 
specific curriculum, objectively looking at work 
flow, processes, how to use equipment, as well as 
the social aspect. how do housekeepers interact 
with residents, with families? how do dietary staff 
interact — both the technical and social aspects?”
the certificate program is taught by Yachad, but 
Jewish home staff are guest lecturers. For example, 
the human resources Director will talk about the 
facility’s orientation procedure and the Director of 
social services will address customer service and 
working with people with dementia. 

through completing this certification course 
individuals with disabilities seeking employment 
show potential employers they have the skills and 
education necessary to excel at the job. in the 
2016-2017 program year 5 participants earned their 
certification.

the mendel Balk yachad adult Community 
Center provides a home away from home where 
young adults feel accepted, loved and included 
in all the Yachad activities they enjoy there. the 
mBY center, at 70 sterling Place, is open monday 
through thursday from 4-7 Pm, giving lots of time 
for members to feel comfortable and at home in 
the space. 
“the mendel Balk Yachad center is a dream come 
true and is a special place in our community,” said 
chani hermann, Director of new Jersey Yachad. 
“hosting the opening event of the year at the Balk 
home made it even more special, with members of 
the Balk family present to share in the festivities.  
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there was so much joy in the air.”
members come from all over Bergen county 
(Fair lawn, teaneck, Bergenfield, englewood, 
alpine), Passaic county, riverdale, and the 
metroWest area (hillside, highland Park). many 
participants come from nearby high schools, 
including ma’ayanot, taBc, Frisch and Bruriah. 
in the four short months that the center was 
open last year, it hosted about 35 participants 
regularly! 
one of the most important needs for children 
with special needs as they grow into young 
adults is social interaction and opportunities 
for them to build relationships and spend 
time with their peers. the mendel Balk Yachad 
adult community center was created to do just 
that, with the goal to foster personal growth, 
friendship, increased independence and most 
importantly, a greater a sense of community.
the center is unique for members because 
it provides a platform for socialization and 
independence. the energy in the center 
is designed to foster an environment of 

independence for all members. Without the 
center, many young adults might go home at 
4 Pm with an entire night ahead of them and 
no plans. the center fills that void, allowing 
participants to leave the professional  work 
or school setting during the day, to a space of 
social and recreational opportunities.
the mBY center space was designed for 
the purpose of the center—painted with 
soft purples and gray to foster a warm 
environment. it has a lounge area with a tV 
and game system in the living room area. 
Generally, members walk straight into the 
center and head directly to what they know as 
their center “living room” and relax there. they 
take a game from the board game station, read 
a magazine, or use the computer. the center 
also has a kitchen station, filled with kitchen 
supplies for the culinary workshop (one of 
three weekly workshops). aside from all the 
great stations in the center, there are multiple 
weekly programs including art, basketball, 
pottery, theater, and stem activities. 

Other Programs 2016-2017
2 Bat Mitzvah projects 

6 Sunday Social Inclusive Events for middle 
school & high school students

12 Sessions of The Ruth Ulevich Inclusive Art 
Program 

Mishmar with Maayanot and Frisch

Learning with Congregation Ohr Hatorah

Relationship Building Course 

Middlesex Yachad hosted multiple social 
inclusion events 

Joined NCSY for a trip to Six Flags Great 
Adventure
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New York
shabbatonim:
Yachad is renowned throughout the Greater new 
York/new Jersey area as the leader and innovator 
in shabbatonim (weekend retreats) programming 
for individuals with disabilities and peer groups; 
creating an inclusive environment that is both fun 
and engaging. throughout the year Junior, senior, 
and rayim divisions run shabbatonim in different 
communities around the nY/nJ area, partnering 
with the host community and local synagogue. 
shabbatons have been one of the pillars of social 
inclusion programming and has allowed Yachad 
to reach thousands of community members and 
numerous communities throughout the nY/nJ 
area. 

Reaching new Communities:
approached by families from the long island 
community seeking many services, including an 
elementary school, adult day habilitation and 
vocational program, and local programming for 
individuals with disabilities, Yachad stepped in to 
help. in 2017, Yachad opened a brand-new center 
in long island, offering a school, day habilitation 
program, vocational training and support 

program, social recreational programming and 
family support.

speaking about the decision to provide services 
in the long island community Dr. lichtman, the 
international Director of Yachad, said, “they are 
our children and we want them to be a part of our 
community.” Yachad is now a community resource 
for the Five towns and surrounding communities 
and is here for the community and responding to 
their needs.

summer Programs:
in the summer of 2017, new York Yachad sent 
230 participants on summer programs around 
the globe. new York Yachad participants have 
attended many diverse summer experiences 
available, including fully inclusive bunks 
in mainstream camps, travel programs and 
vocational programs. members of new York 
Yachad have attended Getaway and Yad B’Yad 
travel programs as well as camper and vocational 
programs at camps nesher, morasha, moshava, 
lavi, chaverim, and Kesher. Participants who 
attend these camp programs share an experience 

that is uniquely available to them through 
Yachad’s partnership summer programming.  

College advisors and volunteer Program
new York Yachad is privileged to have a large pool 
of advisors made up of college students from 
many local colleges including; Yeshiva university 
(Yu), stern, nYu, columbia and Queens college. 
advisors act as role models for our participants 
and volunteer their time attending shabbatons 
and weekday events. Yachad’s volunteer base 
is one of the essential components to our 
successful programming and Yachad is proud to 
have had over 250 this year. 

team yachad:
new York Yachad sent over 100 runners to 
participate as part of team Yachad in the 2017 
miami half marathon and over 75 high school 
students, representing 8 local schools, traveled to 
israel for the Jerusalem marathon in april 2017.
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The Shabbaton experience 
for Yosef has always been 
positive! Yosef enjoys his 
home away from home 
every summer -- Camp 
Mesorah -- through the 
outstanding care and 
support of Yachad!

Phyllis Lubin
Mother of Yosef,  
Junior Yachad participant

What New York 
Yachad is saying 

Being involved in Yachad 
has given me the ability 
to see all people for what 
they are and what they can 
do, and to challenge the 
status quo of disability. I 
really feel it is being a part 
of something greater than 
oneself.

Raphi Cooper
Assistant Program Director, Junior 
Yachad

I have been doing Yachad 
since I was 8. Yachad is 
a second family to me; a 
second home.

Ilana talit
Rayim participant

My time as an advisor for 
Yachad was very rewarding. 
I was sometimes put out of 
my comfort zone, yet it was 
an opportunity for me to 
grow personally and form 
lasting friendships.

yoni mintz
Joel Daner Yachad Communal Fellow
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South Florida
during the 2016-2017 year south florida 
yachad had a great time! 
Participants explored their artistic sides in 
ceramic making and painting, attacked the 
kitchen learning to bake challah and decorate 
cupcakes, and exercised their athletic 
muscles at air sports and bowling events. 
  
south Florida Yachad partnered with local 
communities to host 6 inclusive shabbatons. 

Yachad participants worked to further 
develop their social skills through three 
semester long relationship Building courses 
facilitated by Yachad.

south Florida Yachad celebrated the Jewish 
holidays in style with a Juniors sukkot party, 
chapter chanukah party, Purim with skylake 
synagogue, and a pre-Passover movie. 

Yachad strives 
not only to meet 
the needs of the 

individual, 
but to serve the  

entire family.

south florida is for the Whole family
Yachad strives not only to meet the needs of 
the individual, but to serve the entire family. 
this year, for the first time, Yachad hosted a 
Parent night. Dr. Jeffrey lichtman, Yachad’s 
international Director spoke to parents about 
working with their children as they become 
adults physically and emotionally. also, 
speaking was tobey Karpel, who addressed 
working with challenging behaviors. 

serving the Community 
on January 11, 2017 over 100 area teachers 
gathered at the south Florida Jewish academy 
for a full day of learning at Yachad’s annual 
educator’s conference. educators learned 
about going beyond the textbook to nurture 
students while teaching. Keynote speakers Dr. 
harry and rosemary Wong discussed being an 
effective and successful teacher with different 
types of learners in the classroom. 
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Toronto
Programming:
• Weekly inclusive Zumba dance class at the 

BAYT shul with BAYT Youth 

• Weekly inclusive “Life Skills in the Kitchen” 
program at the Prosserman JCC where 
participants learn basic kitchen hygiene and 
cooking skills. 

• Three sessions of Yachad’s Relationship 
Building Course for adults with disabilities 

family and Community Resources:
in 2016 toronto Yachad hosted its first ever 
Family resource event. a forum for families 
of individuals with disabilities to connect 
with the services and supports they need. 
Keynote speaker aviva Goldberg spoke with 
families, addressing their unique needs.  

For the past 3 years, Yachad has hosted a 
professional development conference for 
Jewish day school educators from all streams 
of Judaism in toronto.  By providing training 
for teachers, Yachad gives teachers the skills 
they need to incorporate students with 

learning differences into their classrooms. 
this year toronto Yachad hosted keynote 
speaker Dr. robert Brooks who discussed 
“nurturing motivation and resilience in 
students.” over 110 teachers attended from 
across the toronto community. 

Community Partners: 
Bnei akiva, BaYt Youth, Jlic, Bnei Brith, 
tiferes Bais Yaakov school, and Bnei akiva 
schools.

Yachad gives teachers the skills they need to incorporate students 
with learning differences into their classrooms.
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Israel
Programming
During the 2016-2017 programmatic year Yachad 
israel hosted 8 community shabbatons, 15 
Pizza4soldiers baking and delivery events, and 
bi-monthly social events. in addition, there are 5 
groups that meet weekly throughout the year:

Relationship Building Course

A Slice of Torah (a pizza and learning program)

Art Class

Zumba Class

Sports Class

this year Yachad israel opened a new basketball 
program with the basketball team of Jerusalem, 
hapoel Yachad Yerushalayim. through this 
program participants with disabilities learn the 
skills of the game, sportsmanship, and teamwork. 
the Yachad team plays other youth teams in the 
league which is inclusive. 

shabbatons
the second annual Yachad israel Family 
shabbaton hosted over 400 people who gathered 
to receive support from professionals, network 
with other families and to learn about resources 
available. special guests this year included chief 
cantor of the iDF and 10 members of the iDF 
rabinical quire.

yachad Israel Loves team yachad
team Yachad events are an annual highlight. this 
year 900 participants ran for inclusion in the tel 
aviv color run. But that was just a warm up! in 
march, 567 runners crossed the finish line of the 
Jerusalem half-marathon and 10K proudly wearing 
team Yachad jerseys. after a hard run race the top 
fundraisers were invited to join Yachad israel for a 
5-day inclusive cruise to Greece and cyprus.  

 

900

15

8

567

Participants in the 
tel aviv color run

Pizza4soldiers 
events

shabbatons

runners in the 
Jerusalem 

half-marathon and 10K
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